
 

 
Statement of Beliefs of the 
North American Baptists  

 

 
Preface 
Baptists, since their beginnings, repeatedly have composed confessions, which expressed the 
doctrinal consensus among related churches. In principle, however, Baptists always have insisted 
that no statement of faith can be considered creedally binding even upon concurring congregations. 
The purpose of their doctrinal summaries was to explain to other Christians and to the larger 
society what Baptists believed and practiced. Within and among Baptist churches, statements of 
faith also provided a standard for instruction, counsel and fellowship. 
 
We, as the North American Baptist Conference, presently feel the need to state more fully our 
Baptist understanding of the Christian faith. The purpose that guided us in writing and the use that 
we intend for this declaration are to: 
 

1. further the sense of identity and the spirit of unity within our North American Baptist 
Conference by declaring our common doctrinal understanding 

2. provide a basis for doctrinal instruction within our conference 
3. provide a basis for doctrinal discussions in the hiring of conference personnel 
4. serve as a reference point when opinions differ 
5. provide a basis for doctrinal discussion in admitting new churches and new pastors into our 

various associations 
6. provide a doctrinal guide for new churches 
7. give a doctrinal witness beyond our conference 

 
In continuity with our immediate forefathers and the larger fellowship of Baptists throughout 
history, we seek to practice and propagate by God’s grace the following convictions: 
 
1. We believe the Bible is God’s Word given by divine inspiration, the record of God’s 
revelation of Himself to humanity (II Timothy 3:16). It is trustworthy, sufficient, without error—
the supreme authority and guide for all doctrine and conduct (I Peter 1:23-25; John 17:17; II 
Timothy 3:16-17.) It is the truth by which God brings people into a saving relationship with 
Himself and leads them to Christian maturity (John 20:31, I John 5:9-12; Matthew 4:4;  
I Peter 2:2). 
 
2. We believe in the one living and true God, perfect in wisdom, sovereignty, holiness, justice, 
mercy and love (I Timothy 1:17; Psalm 86:15; Deuteronomy 32:3-4). He exists eternally in three 
coequal persons who act together in creation, providence and redemption (Genesis 1:26;  
I Peter 1:2; Hebrews 1:1-3). 
 

a. The Father reigns with providential care over all life and history in the created universe. He 
hears and answers prayer (I Chronicles 29:11-13; Matthew 7:11). He initiated salvation by 



sending His Son, and He is Father to those who by faith accept His Son as Lord and Savior  
(I John 4:9-10; John 3:16; John 1:12; Acts 16:31). 
b. The Son became man, Jesus Christ, who was conceived of the Holy Spirit and born of the 
Virgin Mary (John 1:14; Matthew 1:18). Being fully God and fully man, He revealed God 
through His sinless life, miracles and teaching (John 14:9; Hebrews 4:15; Matthew 4:23-24). He 
provided salvation through His atoning death in our place and by His bodily resurrection  
(I Corinthians 15:3-4; II Corinthians 5:21; Romans 4:23-25). He ascended into heaven where 
He rules over all creation (Philippians 2:5-11). He intercedes for all believers and dwells in 
them as their ever-present Lord (Romans 8:34; John 14:23). 
c. The Holy Spirit inspired men to write the Scriptures (II Peter 1:21). Through this Word, He 
convicts individuals of their sinfulness and of the righteousness of Christ, draws them to the 
Savior, and bears witness to their new birth (James 1:18; John 16:7-11; I Thessalonians 1:5-6; 
Romans 8:16). At regeneration and conversion, the believer is baptized in the Holy Spirit  
(I Corinthians 12:13). The Spirit indwells, seals and gives spiritual gifts to all believers for 
ministry in the church and society (Romans 8:9-11; Ephesians 1:13-14; Romans 12:5-8; I Peter 
4:10). He empowers, guides, teaches, fills, sanctifies and produces the fruit of Christlikeness in 
all who yield to Him (Acts 4:31; Romans 8:14; I Corinthians 2:10-13; Ephesians 5:18; 
 II Thessalonians 2:13; Galatians 5:16; 22-23). 
 

3. We believe God created an order of spiritual beings called angels to serve Him and do His 
will (Psalm 148:1-5; Colossians 1:16). The holy angels are obedient spirits ministering to the heirs 
of salvation and glorifying God (Hebrews 1:6-7; 13-14). Certain angels, called demons, Satan 
being their chief, through deliberate choice revolted and fell from their exalted position 
(Revelation 12:7-9). They now tempt individuals to rebel against God (I Timothy 4:1; I Peter 5:8). 
Their destiny in hell has been sealed by Christ’s victory over sin and death (Hebrews 2:14; 
Revelation 20:10). 
 
4. We believe God created man in His own image to have fellowship with Himself and to be 
steward over His creation (Genesis 1:26-28). As a result, each person is unique, possesses dignity 
and is worthy of respect (Psalm 139:13-17). Through the temptation of Satan, Adam chose to 
disobey God; this brought sin and death to the human race and suffering to all creation (Genesis 3; 
Romans 5:12-21; 8-22). Therefore, everyone is born with a sinful nature and needs to be 
reconciled to God (Romans 3:9-18, 23). Satan tempts people to rebel against God, even those who 
love Him (Ephesians 4:27; II Corinthians 2:11; Matthew 16:23). Nonetheless, everyone is 
personally responsible to God for thoughts, actions and beliefs and has the right to approach Him 
directly through Jesus Christ, the only mediator (Romans 14:12; I Timothy 2:5). 
 
5. We believe salvation is redemption by Christ of the whole person from sin and death  
(II Timothy 1:9-10; I Thessalonians 5:23). It is offered as a free gift by God to all and must be 
received personally through repentance and faith in Jesus Christ (I Timothy 2:4; Ephesians 2:8-9; 
Acts 20:21). An individual is united to Christ by the regeneration of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 
2:20; Colossians 1:27). As a child of God, the believer is acquitted of all guilt and brought into a 
new relationship of peace (Romans 5:1). Christians grow as the Holy Spirit enables them to 
understand and obey the Word of God (II Peter 3:18; Ephesians 4:15; I Thessalonians 3:12). 
 
6. We believe the Church is the body of which Christ is the head and all who believe in Him 
are members (Ephesians 1:22-23; Romans 12:4-5). Christians are commanded to be baptized 
upon profession of faith and to unite with a local church for mutual encouragement and growth in 
discipleship through worship, nurture, service and the proclamation of the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
to the world (Acts 2:41-42, 47; Luke 24:45-48). Each church is a self- governing body under the 
lordship of Christ with all members sharing responsibility (Acts 13:1-3; 14:26-28). The form of 



government is understood to be congregational (Matthew 18:17; Acts 6:3-6; 15:22-23). 
 

The ordinances of the church are baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism is the immersion of 
a believer in water in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit (Matthew 
28:18-20). It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s identification with the death, 
burial and resurrection of the Savior Jesus Christ (Romans 6:3-5). The Lord’s Supper is the 
partaking of the bread and of the cup by believers together as a continuing memorial of the 
broken body and shed blood of Christ. It is an act of thankful dedication to Him and serves to 
unite His people until He returns (I Corinthians 11:23-26). 
 
To express unity in Christ, local churches form associations and a conference for mutual 
counsel, fellowship and a more effective fulfillment of Christ’s commission (Acts 15;  
I Corinthians 6:1-3). 
 

7. We believe religious liberty, rooted in Scripture, is the inalienable right of all individuals 
to freedom of conscience with ultimate accountability to God (Genesis 1:27; John 8:32;  
II Corinthians 3:17; Romans 8:21; Acts 5:29). Church and state exist by the will of God. Each has 
distinctive concerns and responsibilities, free from control by the other (Matthew 22:21). 
Christians should pray for civil leaders, and obey and support government in matters not contrary 
to Scripture (I Timothy 2:1-4; Romans 13:1-7; I Peter 2:13-16). The state should guarantee 
religious liberty to all persons and groups regardless of their religious preferences, consistent with 
the common good. 
 
8. We believe Christians, individually and collectively, are salt and light in society (Matthew 
5:13-16). In a Christlike spirit, they oppose greed, selfishness and vice; they promote truth, justice 
and peace; they aid the needy and preserve the dignity of people of all races and conditions 
(Hebrews 13:5; Luke 9:23; Titus 2:12; Philippians 4:8-9; I John 3:16-17; James 2:1-4). 
 

We affirm the family as the basic unit of society and seek to preserve its integrity and stability 
(Genesis 2:21-25; Ephesians 6:1-4). 
 
We believe the Bible teaches that marriage refers to the covenant relationship exclusively 
between one man and one woman, as instituted by God in the beginning (Genesis 2:20b-24;  
1 Corinthians 7:2; Hebrews 13:4). 
 

9. We believe God, in His own time and in His own way, will bring all things to their 
appropriate end and establish the new heaven and the new earth (Ephesians 1:9-10, 
Revelation 21:1). The certain hope of the Christian is that Jesus Christ will return to the earth 
suddenly, personally and visibly in glory according to His promise (Titus 2:13; Revelation 1:7; 
3:11; John 14:1-3). The dead will be raised, and Christ will judge mankind in righteousness (John 
5:28-29). The unrighteous will be consigned to the everlasting punishment prepared for the devil 
and his angels (Matthew 25-41, 46; Revelation 20;10). The righteous, in their resurrected and 
glorified bodies, will receive their reward and dwell forever with the Lord (Philippians 3:20-21;  
II Corinthians 5:10; I Thessalonians 4:13-18). 
 

Adopted by the North American Baptist Conference delegates, August 10-15, 1982, Niagara Falls, NY.  
Section 8 amended by the delegates, July 15-19, 2009, Winnipeg, MB. 
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A Christian Affirmation of Marriage  
North American Baptists  

 

The ministers of our North American Baptist Conference welcome the privilege that 
our respective civil governments give to solemnize marriages as part of their 
Christian ministry. However, the same Biblical authority that informs all our 
teaching and ministry governs our convictions about the nature of marriage. 
Therefore, our ministers will in good conscience only perform weddings consistent 
with the view of marriage expressed in the following “Christian Affirmation of 
Marriage:”  
 
From the Bible we believe . . . 
That God’s intention for marriage is established throughout the scriptures of the Old 
and New Testaments 
This is expressed in creation and the creation story,1 the Law of Moses,2 the wisdom literature,3 
and in the prophetic tradition.4 The Divine establishment of marriage is confirmed by the words of 
Jesus5 and the New Testament authors.6 They provide guidance for perfecting marriage, and affirm 
its spiritual significance. Chaste singleness and marriage are both honored as faithful and holy 
lifestyles ordained by God.7  
 
That God ordained marriage as a voluntary union for life of one man and one 
woman 
Our creation as man and woman, who are complementary to one another,8 has significance in 
revealing aspects of the image of God9 and His relationship to humanity.10 The permanence of the 
marital bond11 mirrors God’s faithfulness, just as its monogamy reflects God’s singular devotion to 
His people12 and His people’s singular devotion to Him13. 
 
 

                                                 
1 Genesis 1-2 
2 Exodus 20:14, 17; Leviticus 18; Deuteronomy 5:18, 21  
3 Proverbs 5; Proverbs 12:4; Proverbs 13:22; Proverbs 14:1; Proverbs 17:6; Proverbs 19:13-14; Proverbs 
31:10-31; Song of Solomon 
4 Malachi 2:14-15 
5 Matthew 19:1-9; Mark 10:6-9 
6 Ephesians 5:22-33; Hebrews 13: 4; 1 Peter 3:1-7  
7 Matthew 19:10-13; 1 Corinthians 7 
8 Genesis 2:7, 18-23 
9 Genesis 1:27 
10 1 Corinthians 11:11-12 
11 Genesis 2:24; Matthew 19:4-6; Mark 10: 7-9 
12 Ephesians 5: 25 
13 Deuteronomy 6:13; Joshua 24:24; Matthew 4:10;  



That sexual intimacy is legitimate only within the bounds of marriage 
The commands of God are clear.14 Sexual activity profoundly affects people emotionally and 
spiritually.15 Sexual intercourse outside of marriage, promiscuity, common law relationships, 
adultery, homosexual acts, exploitation, incest and sexual perversion contradict God’s purpose for 
human sexuality.16 
 
That marriage is more than a contract between two persons: It is a covenant 
before God 
God is committed to every marriage between a man and a woman.17 In the covenant of marriage, 
God joins a man and a woman together “in one flesh,” and forbids anyone to break it.18 This 
covenant is unique among human relationships.19 God intends the married couple to recognize and 
celebrate His call to an irrevocable commitment to love, to cherish and remain faithful which 
transcends the quid pro quo of contracts.20 
 
That in Christian marriage, the Church acts as an agent of God’s blessing, 
as a primary witness and as a supportive community 
The church declares the blessing of God but does not create that benefit.21 Therefore 
the church cannot confer the spiritual blessing of marriage on other relationships.22 
 
That a healthy marriage is the best foundation for families and the raising of 
children 
The practical benefits of marriage are inherent to its form. A healthy marriage is a 
unique source of benefits for children including the stability of the family and the 
access of children to a mother and a father.23 God intended that children should 
receive nurture from male and female parents, and in turn learn to honor both.24 
Neither the church nor anyone else can confer the innate benefits of marriage on 
other forms of relationships or unions.25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
                                                 
14 1 Thessalonians 4:3, 7-8 
15 Proverbs 6:32; 1 Corinthians 6:18-20; Ephesians 4:19-24  
16 Leviticus 18:6-18; Matthew 5:27-32; Mark 7:21-23; Romans 1:24-27; 1 Corinthians 5:1, 7:1-2, 9; 
Colossians 3:5; 1 Timothy 1:8-11 
17 Malachi 2: 14-15 
18 Matthew 19: 4-6; Mark 10: 6-9 
19 1 Corinthians 11: 12 
20 1 Corinthians 7: 10-11; Ephesians 5: 21-33 
21 Ephesians 1: 22-23 
22 1 Corinthians 5: 9-13; 1 Timothy 1: 6-11 
23 Proverbs 6: 20-23; Colossians 3: 18-21 
24 Deuteronomy 5: 16; Ephesians 6: 1-3 
25 Matthew 19: 4-6; Mark 10: 6-9 



Therefore we conclude . . .  
That the Bible teaches that marriage is between one man and one woman only, and to 
recognize other unions as legitimate marriages would be contrary to our understanding 
of scripture within the North American Baptist Conference.  
 
We affirm, in accordance to the North American Baptist Conference Statement of Faith, that 
each person is unique, possesses dignity, and is worthy of respect.  
 
We also affirm that we are called to introduce each person to the loving, reconciling ministry 
of Jesus Christ and the life changing transformation described in scripture.  
 
As Christians we seek to demonstrate God’s love to all people, but we will not compromise our 
convictions on marriage as defined by scripture.  
 
Therefore, be it resolved that:  
 1. As a matter of belief, doctrine and religious practice, the North American Baptist 
Conference reserves the term “marriage” for the covenant relationship between one man and 
one woman to the exclusion of all others.  
 
 2. And that the North American Baptist Conference establishes the standard that all 
individuals, who are licensed to perform marriages, will not officiate, co-officiate or participate 
as a pastor at any marriage outside of the previously stated definition of marriage.  
 
 3. And that in the event that an individual licensed to perform marriages, officiates, co-
officiates or participates as a pastor at a marriage that is outside of the previously stated 
definition of marriage, will be subject to disciplinary review and loss of license.  
 
 4. And we recommend that all North American Baptist Conference churches adopt the 
above as a policy of their individual, local church, and review their “church use policies” to 
reflect the resolution as stated.  
  
 5. And that the facilities of North American Baptist Conference churches will not be 
used for weddings or receptions where the marriage union is contrary to the provisions of this 
resolution.  
 
 
 

Adopted by the North American Baptists delegates, July 5-9, 2006, Estes Park, CO.   
Revision approved by the General Council, May 14, 2011, Orlando, FL. 

Adopted with Scripture References by the North American Baptists delegates, July 5, 2012, Orlando, FL. 
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Declaración	de	Fe	
Casa	de	Luz	Church	

	
La	Santa	Palabra	de	Dios	y	su	creación	nos	enseñan	que	Dios	establece	un	orden	para	la	conducta	de	
nuestras	vidas	personales	y	la	conducta	de	la	iglesia;		por	consiguiente,	presentamos	esta	
constitución	y	estos	reglamentos	con	el	fin	de	mantener	el	orden	dentro	del	cuerpo	de	la	iglesia.		
Jesucristo	es	la	única	cabeza	del	cuerpo	de	la	iglesia.		Por	consiguiente,	para	la	construcción	de	esta	
constitución	recurrimos	solamente	a	Su	Santa	Palabra	para	obtener	instrucción,	guía	y	principios.		
	

ARTICULOS	DE	FE	
	
En	continuidad	con	nuestros	antepasados	bautistas	y	la	comunidad	de	cristianos	fieles	a	través	de	la	
historia,	nosotros	reafirmamos	los	siguientes	artículos	de	fe	de	Casa	de	Luz	Church:	

1.	Creemos	que	la	Biblia	es	la	Palabra	de	Dios	dada	a	nosotros	por	inspiración	divina	y	es	la	
revelación	escrita	de	Él	mismo	a	humanidad	(II	Timoteo	3:16).	Es	digno	de	confianza,	
suficiente,	sin	error—la	suprema	autoridad	y	guía	para	toda	doctrina	y	conducta	(I	Pedro	1:23-
25;	Juan	17:17;	II	Timoteo	3:16-17).	Es	la	verdad	por	la	cual	Dios	trae	a	los	seres	humanos	a	
una	relación	de	salvación	con	Él	mismo	y	los	conduce	a	una	madurez	cristiana	(Juan	20:31;	I	
Juan	5:9-12;	Mateo	4:4;	I	Pedro	2:2).		

2.	Creemos	en	el	único	Dios	vivo	y	verdadero,	perfecto	en	sabiduría,	soberanía,	santidad,	justicia,	
misericordia	y		amor	(I	Timoteo	1:17;	Salmo	86:15;	Deuteronomio	32:3-4).	El	existe	
eternamente	en	tres	personas	co-iguales,	quienes	actúan	juntos	en	creación,	providencia	y	
redención	(Génesis	1:26;	I	Pedro	1:2;	Hebreos	1:1-3).		

a.	El	Padre	reina	con	cuidado	providencial	sobre	toda	vida	e	historia	en	el	universo	creado;	Él	
oye	y	contesta	oraciones	(I	Crónicas	29:11-13;	Mateo	7:11).	Él	inició	el	proceso	de	
salvación	cuando	mandó	a	su	Hijo,	y	Él	es	el	Padre	de	los	que	reciben	por	fe	a	su	Hijo	como	
Señor	y	Salvador	(I	Juan	4:9-10;	Juan	3:16;	Juan	1:12;	Hechos	16:31).		

b.	El	Hijo	se	hizo	hombre,	Jesucristo,	quien	fue	concebido	del	Espíritu	Santo	y	nacido	de	la	
Virgen	María.	(Juan	1:14;	Mateo	1:18).	Siendo	completamente	Dios	y	completamente	
hombre,	Él	reveló	a	Dios	por	medio	de	su	vida	sin	pecado,	sus	milagros	y	su	enseñanza	
(Juan	14:9;	Hebreos	4:15;	Mateo	4:23-24).	Él	proveyó	la	salvación	a	través	de	su	muerte	
expiatoria	en	nuestro	lugar	y	su	resurrección	corporal	(I	Corintios	15:3-4;	II	Corintios	
5:21;	Romanos	4:23-25).	Él	ascendió	al	cielo	donde	gobierna	sobre	toda	la	creación	
(Filipenses	2:5-11).	Él	intercede	por	todos	los	creyentes	y	habita	en	ellos	en	todo	
momento	como	su	Señor	(Romanos	8:34;	John	14:23).		

c.	El	Espíritu	Santo	inspiró	a	hombres	a	escribir	la	Escrituras.	(II	Pedro	1:21).	A	través	de	su	
Palabra,	Él	convence	a	individuos	de	su	estado	pecaminoso	y	de	la	justicia	de	Cristo,	los	
atrae	hacia	el	Salvador	y	testifica	de	su	nuevo	nacimiento.	(Santiago	1:18;	Juan	16:7-11;	I	
Tesalonicenses	1:5-6;	Romanos	8:16).	En	el	momento	de	regeneración	y	conversión,	el	
creyente	es	bautizado	por	el	Espíritu	Santo	(I	Corintios	12:13).	El	Espíritu	habita,	sella	y	
da	dones	espirituales	a	todos	los	creyentes	para	su	ministerio	en	la	iglesia	y	en	la	sociedad	
(Romanos	8:9-11;	Efesios	1:13-14;	Romanos	12:5-8;	I	Pedro	4:10).	El	fortalece,	guía,	
enseña,	llena,	santifica	y	produce	el	fruto	de	la	semblanza	de	Cristo	en	todos	los	que	se	
entregan	a	Él	(Hechos	4:31;	Romanos	8:14;	I	Corintios	2:10-13;	Efesios	5:18;	II	
Tesalonicenses	2:13;	Gálatas	5:16,	22-23).		

	



3.	Creemos	que	Dios	creó	a	seres	espirituales	llamados	ángeles	para	servirlo	y	hacer	su	voluntad.	
(Salmo	148:1-5;	Colosenses	1:16).		Los	ángeles	santos	son	espíritus	obedientes	quienes	
ministran	a	los	herederos	de	salvación	y	glorifican	a	Dios.	(Hebreos	1:6-7,	13-14).		Ciertos	
ángeles	llamados	demonios,	Satanás	siendo	su	jefe,	se	rebelaron	por	una	decisión	deliberada	y	
cayeron	de	su	posición	exaltada	(Apocalipsis	12:7-9).	Ellos	ahora	tientan	a	individuos	para	que	
se	rebelen	en	contra	de	Dios.	(I	Timoteo	4:1;	I	Pedro	5:8).		Su	destino	en	el	infierno	ha	sido	
sellado	por	la	victoria	de	Cristo	sobre	los	pecados	y	la	muerte.	(Hebreos	2:14;	Apocalipsis	
20:10).		

4.	Creemos	que	Dios	creó	al	hombre	a	su	imagen	y	semejanza	para	tener	compañerismo	con	Él	y	ser	
mayordomo	sobre	la	creación.	(Génesis	1:26-28).	Como	resultado,	cada	persona	es	única,	
posee	dignidad	y	merece	respeto	(Salmo	139:13-17).	A	causa	de	la	tentación	de	Satanás,	Adán	
escogió	desobedecer	a	Dios;	esto	trajo	pecado	y	muerte	a	la	raza	humana	y	sufrimiento	a	toda	
la	creación	(Génesis	3;	Romanos	5:12-21;	8:22).	Por	consiguiente,	toda	persona	nace	con	una	
naturaleza	pecaminosa	y	necesita	ser	reconciliada	con	Dios	(Romanos	3:9-18,	23).	Satanás	
tienta	a	la	gente	para	que	se	rebele	contra	Dios,	aún	a	aquellos	que	lo	aman	(Efesios	4:27;	II	
Corintios	2:11;	Mateo	16:23).	No	obstante,	cada	quien	es	personalmente	responsable	ante	Dios	
por	sus	pensamientos,	acciones	y	creencias	y	tiene	el	derechos	de	aproximarse	a	Él	
directamente	a	través	de	Jesucristo,	el	mediador.	(Romanos	14:12;	I	Timoteo	2:5).		

5.	Creemos	que	la	salvación	es	la	redención	por	la	cual	Cristo	libra	completamente	a	una	persona	del	
pecado	y	de	la	muerte.	(II	Timoteo	1:9-10;	I	Tesalonicenses	5:23).	Es	un	regalo	que	Dios	ofrece	
a	todos,	los	cuales	deben	recibirlo	personalmente	a	través	del	arrepentimiento	y	la	fe	en	
Jesucristo	(I	Timoteo	2:4;	Efesios	2:8-9;	Hechos	20:21).	Un	individuo	es	unido	a	Cristo	por	la	
regeneración	del	Espíritu	Santo	(Gálatas	2:20;	Colosenses	1:27).	Como	hijo	de	Dios,	el	creyente	
es	liberado	de	toda	culpabilidad	y	llevado	a	una	nueva	relación	de	paz	(Romanos	5:1).	Los	
cristianos	crecen	cuando	el	Espíritu	Santa	les	da	la	capacidad	de	entender	y	obedecer	la	
palabra	de	Dios	(II	Pedro	3:18;	Efesios	4:15;	I	Tesalonicenses	3:12).		

6.	Creemos	que	la	Iglesia	es	el	cuerpo,	la	cabeza	del	cual	es	Cristo,	y	todos	los	que	creen	en	Él	son	
miembros	(Efesios	1:22-23;	Romanos	12:4-5).	Es	un	mandamiento	que	los	cristianos	se	
bauticen	al	hacer	una	profesión	de	fe	y	que	se	unan	a	una	iglesia	local	para	animarse	
mutuamente	y	crecer	como	discípulos	a	través	de	la	adoración,	alimentación	espiritual,	
servicio	y	proclamación	del	Evangelio	de	Jesucristo	al	mundo	(Hechos	2:41-42,	47;	Lucas	
24:45-48).	Cada	iglesia	es	un	cuerpo	autónomo	bajo	el	señorío	de	Cristo	y	en	el	cual	todos	los	
miembros	comparten	las	responsabilidades	(Hechos	13:1-3;	14:26-28).		Se	entiende	de	las	
Escrituras	que	la	forma	de	gobierno	de	la	iglesia	es	congregacional.	(Mateo	18:17;	Hechos	6:3-
6;	15:22-23).		

Las	ordenanzas	de	la	iglesia	son	el	bautismo	y	la	cena	del	Señor.		El	bautismo	es	la	inmersión	
del	creyente	en	agua	en	el	nombre	del	Padre,	del	Hijo	y	del	Espíritu	Santo.	(Mateo	28:18-20).		
Es	un	acto	de	obediencia	que	simboliza	la	identificación	del	creyente	con	el	Salvador	Jesucristo	
en	su	muerte,	entierro	y	resurrección.	(Romanos	6:3-5).		La	cena	del	Señor	es	el	acto	cuando	
los	creyentes	comparten	el	pan	y	la	copa	como	recordatorio	memorial	del	cuerpo	quebrado	y	
la	sangre	derramada	de	Cristo.			Es	un	acto	de	dedicación	en	agradecimiento	a	Él,	y	sirve	de	
unir	a	su	pueblo	hasta	su	regreso.	(I	Corintios	11:23-26).		

Para	expresar	su	unidad	en	Cristo,	las	iglesias	locales	forman	asociaciones	y	conferencias	para	
consejería	y	compañerismo	mutuos	y	para	desempeñar	de	una	manera	más	eficaz	la	comisión	
de	Cristo.	(Hechos	15;	I	Corintios	6:1-3).		

	



7.	Creemos	que	la	libertad	religiosa,	fundamentada	en	las	escrituras,	es	un	derecho	inalienable	de	
todos	individuos,	e	implica	que	cada	individuo	tiene	la	libertad	de	conciencia	y	es	responsable	
últimamente	delante	de	Dios	(Génesis	1:27;	Juan	8:32;	II	Corintios	3:17;	Romanos	8:21;	Hechos	
5:29).	La	iglesia	y	el	estado	existen	por	la	voluntad	de	Dios.		Cada	uno	tiene	distintos	intereses	
y	responsabilidades,	los	dos	siendo	independientes	el	uno	del	otro	(Mateo	22:21).	Los	
cristianos	deben	orar	por	sus	líderes	civiles,	y	obedecer	y	apoyar	al	gobierno	en	asuntos	no	
contrarios	a	las	Escrituras	(I	Timoteo	2:1-4;	Romanos	13:1-7;	I	Pedro	2:13-16).	El	estado	debe	
garantizar	la	libertad	religiosa	a	todas	las	personas	y	grupos	sin	tomar	en	cuenta	sus	
preferencias	religiosas,	de	acuerdo	con	el	bien	común.	

	8.	Creemos	que	los	cristianos,	individual	y	colectivamente,	son	la	sal	y	la	luz	en	la	sociedad	(Mateo	
5:13-16).	De	acuerdo	con	el	espíritu	de	Cristo,	se	oponen	a	la	avaricia,	el	egoísmo	y	los	vicios;	
promueven	la	verdad,	justicia	y	paz;	ayudan	a	los	necesitados	y	preservan	la	dignidad	de	
personas	de	todas	las	razas	y	condiciones.	(Hebreos	13:5;	Lucas	9:23;	Tito	2:12;	Filipenses	4:8-
9;	I	Juan	3:16-17;	Santiago	2:1-4).		

Afirmamos	que	la	familia	es	la	unidad	básica	de	la	sociedad	y	buscamos	preservar	su	
integridad	y	estabilidad	(Génesis	2:21-25;	Efesios	6:1-4).		

Creemos	que	la	Biblia	enseña	que	el	matrimonio	se	refiere	a	la	relación	establecida	por	un	
pacto	entre	un	hombre	y	una	mujer	exclusivamente,	como	Dios	instituyó	en	el	principio.		
(Génesis	2:20b;	1	Corintios	7:2;	Hebreos	13:4).	

9.	Creemos	que	Dios,	en	su	propio	tiempo	y	de	su	propia	manera,	traerá	todas	las	cosas	a	su	
apropiado	final	y	establecerá	un	nuevo	cielo	y	una	nueva	tierra	(Efesios	1:9-10;	Apocalipsis	
21:1).	La	esperanza	segura	del	cristiano	es	que	Jesucristo	regresará	a	la	tierra	repentina,	
personal	y	visiblemente	de	acuerdo	con	su	promesa	(Tito	2:13;	Apocalipsis	1:7;	3:11;	Juan	
14:1-3).		Los	muertos	resucitarán,	y	Cristo	juzgará	a	la	humanidad	en	justicia	(Juan	5:28-29).		
Los	injustos	serán	consignados	al	castigo	eterno	preparado	para	el	diablo	y	sus	ángeles	(Mateo	
25:41,46;	Apocalipsis	20:10).		Los	justos,	en	sus	cuerpos	resucitados	y	glorificados,	recibirán	
su	recompensa	y	habitarán	por	siempre	con	el	Señor	(Filipenses	3:20-21;	II	Corintios	5:10;	I	
Tesalonicenses	4:13-18).		


